February 4, 2008

The Honorable Chairman Schillerstrom

County of DuPage

421 County Farm Road

Wheaton, IL  60187
Dear Chairman Schillerstrom:

On behalf of the 700 Business Members, their employees and the Board of Directors of the Downers Grove Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry, I am writing to you regarding the completion of the Belmont Avenue Underpass.  As HB656 was signed, nearly negating any hope of a capital bill to pass during this General Assembly and the County designated as the fiduciary for infrastructure projects, we respectfully request DuPage County join Metra, Downers Grove, IDOT, BNSF and the ICC as a full partner and provide $2 million in funding to complete the most ready project in the State of Illinois. 

As you know, Intergovernmental Agreement was signed in 2002 between DuPage County, BNSF, Metra, IDOT and the Village of Downers Grove for the construction of the Belmont Grade Separation Project.

This project has reached a critical stage as Metra is ready to being construction this spring.  Construction plans are complete and all necessary private property acquisitions by the Village of Downers Grove are nearing completion.  However, construction cannot begin this year because the $52.7 million construction estimate exceeds the funding committed to date by $8.5 million.  Without additional funding in the next 60 days, the project is in jeopardy of being delayed as Metra will miss the construction season.  This is due to the heavy volume of passenger and freight traffic on this line, which dictates that annually there is only a single window of opportunity for construction.  Further, each year this opportunity is missed, construction costs increase.

Since 1996, there have been 56 train crossing related accidents at the Belmont Crossing in Downers Grove.  These numbers are a grave concern and demonstrate the risk to public safety that is allowed to continue if the Belmont Grade Separation Project is allowed to languish for yet another year due to a lack of capital funding.

 Again, we respectfully request DuPage County join Metra, Downers Grove, IDOT, BNSF and the ICC as a full partner and provide $2 million in funding. We recognize that this is a substantive commitment and we hope that facts provided herein regarding train accidents at Belmont will convince you that this project would be an appropriate use of funding that will be received by DuPage County as a result of the recently approved HB 656 for Transportation for the County's public safety needs.  

Your leadership in DuPage County to identify a portion of the funding needed this year for the Belmont Grade Separation Project is critical. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Laura Crawford

President & CEO

cc: Mayor Ron Sandack,  Downers Grove Village Commissioners; Village Manager, Pavlicek; Senator Dillard; Senator Cronin; Senator Durkin; Representative Bellock; Representative Pihos; Representative Biggins; DuPage County Board of Directors; Downers Grove Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry Board of Directors

