
A CALL FOR JOBS & ECONOMIC GROWTH IN ILLINOIS
Dear State Leaders and Citizens of Illinois,

We are writing today to urgently call on the Illinois General Assembly to pass legislation this session to modernize the state’s outdated 
Telecommunications Act in an effort to create and keep jobs and spur economic growth for Illinois.

While new technology has changed how we live in the world, it has most fundamentally changed how people communicate with one another. 
As consumers and businesses have moved on to wireless and broadband technologies, other states have updated their telecommunications 
laws to reflect this new world – and to pave the way for more job creation and economic growth.

The 1985 telecommunications act is set to expire this year and this is the time to update it. The last update was in 2001 — that was light years 
ago in the world of telecommunications and our state has fallen behind. As other states have advanced their laws to attract more jobs and 
investment, our state must catch up.

In order to create jobs now and in the future, Illinois needs a modern telecommunications law. Unfortunately, Illinois still has a rotary dial law 
in an iPhone world – and that costs our state jobs.

As fewer consumers and businesses are using traditional landlines, Illinois should update its laws to reflect that reality. At the same time, we 
recognize it is important to retain consumer protections. By striking a balance with a modern law that protects consumers, Illinois can attract 
investment in new technologies that is the new infrastructure for keeping and creating jobs.

It is critical that Illinois move forward in modernizing its telecom law as an instrument to keep and create Illinois jobs. Th is is a policy change 
that, in a difficult budget year, does not require additional state money or incentives. This update is long overdue.

We urge you to pass legislation to modernize the state’s telecommunications law this year. The state cannot afford to fall further behind.

Sincerely,

PAID FOR BY THE ILLINOIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE


